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TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, FI (KEKKONEN, URHO) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT KEKKONEN'S TRAVELS 

REF: HELSINKI 33 

1 . IT LOOKS AS THOUGH PRESIDENT KEKKONEN'S "HUNTING" TRIP 
TO ZAVIDOVO TO MEET SOVIET LEADERS (REFTEL) WILL NOT TAKE 
PLACE THIS YEAR. TRADITIONAL LATE WINTER-EARLY SPRING 
PERIOD HAS PASSED AND KEKKONEN WILL BE HOSTING STATE VISITS 
IN MAY- JUNE FROM TANZANIA. UK AND FRG. KEKKONEN'S FAILURE 
TRAVEL TO ZAVIDOVO MAY REFLECT BREZHNEV'S HEALTH AND PRE 
OCCUPATION WITH CPSU 25 CONGRESS. 

2. KEKKONEN PRESUMABLY STILL ON GOOD TERMS WITH SOVIET 
LEADERS. ALTHOUGH NOT ANNOUNCED IN FINNISH PRESS. SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ACCOMPANIED KEKKONEN TO LAPLAND FOR SKIING 
APRIL 25, FOR STAY EXPECTED TO LAST ABOUT A WEEK. 

3. PRESS APRIL 28 REVEALED THAT SUOMI SEURA HAD DECIDED 

TO AWARD TO ADDITIONAL "KEKKONEN 75TH BIRTHDAY" STIPENDS 
TO FINNISH- AMERICANS. ORIGINALLY PLANNED SINGLE 
STIPEND HAS BEEN AWARDED TO AN INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT FOR DISSERTATION RESEARCH IN TURKU ON FINNISH 
EMIGRANTS IN US. 
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4. THE RECIPIENTS OF TWO ADDITIONAL STIPENDS WILL 
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BE "MADE PUBLIC AT THE LARGE FINNISH-AMERICAN BICEN- 
TENNIAL CELEBRATION, THE US 200 ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY, 

AT HANCOCK, MICHIGAN IN JULY." AS DEPT AWARE, 

PRESIDENT KEKKONEN HAS CONSIDERED GOING TO HANCOCK 
ON HIS PROPOSED TRIP TO US AND CANADA IN JULY 
AUGUST 1976. 

5. EMBASSY HOPES DECISION RE KEKKONEN VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON WILL BE REACHED BY TIME AMBASSADOR AUSTAD 
RETURNS TO HELSINKI IN EARLY MAY. 

HOUSTON 
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